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B O O K R E V I E W

Collective wings: Mayan women in Guatemala
shaking up impunity

Guatemala (“place of many trees” in Nahwiki language) is a country inhabited by 22 indigenous groups descendant

of the Mayan, which represent around 40% of the population. A coup in 1954, orchestrated by the CIA, was

followed by a series of military dictatorships, always backed up by the United States. The three documentaries by

Pamela Yates are a wonderful tool to understand Guatemalan history (starting in 1983 with “When the Mountains

Tremble”, followed by “Granito,” until “500 años”



support they offer younger generations of scholars. I have heard from Alison Crosby's students of her masterful

educational use of shadowing in the field. I have watched Brinton Lykes present approaches to “photovoice,” and I

have seen the projects she inspired with Otomí women in Queretaro, México and with migrant women from the

Middle East in Athens, Greece. Nowadays, Borja Gonzalo's work at Melissa's Network in Athens (2018) follows this

path and fuels the consideration about the need of qualitative and creative methods to describe complex emotional

processes of support in women´s communities that are symbolic and material spaces of resistance.

The comparative perspective in Beyond Repair is enriched by the authors' consideration of the challenges of

truth commissions and reparations practices in several other transitional justice initiatives (e.g., South Africa, Chile,

Argentina). Many of the colonial practices present in these processes are questioned and compared with the

protagonists' own views on justice‐
and
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