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TEXTBOOKS AND RESOURCES 

• J. Watson: Strategy: An Introduction to Game Theory, 3rd edition Norton 2013
(Introductory Textbook – Recommended)

• Gibbons, Robert. Game Theory for Applied Economists. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press, 1992 (Intermediate Textbook – Suggested)

• A. Dixit & B. Nalebuff: The Art of Strategy: A Game Theorist's Guide to Success in 
Business and Life, W.W. Norton & Company 2008 (Examples – Optional: a less 
technical introduction to the ideas, concepts and examples that will be covered in this 
cours

You can obtain older or newer editions. In this case, you are responsible for finding the material 
covered in class. 

CLASS POLICIES 

• During class, the use of electronic devices is not allowed except for the use of notebooks solely
intended for taking notes.

• Class attendance is strongly recommended since the exams will be based on material covered
in class and homework assignments. This is an in-person class. To promote active
participation, no Zoom streaming or class recordings will be provided. If you happen to miss
a class, it is your responsibility to acquire class notes and review the material covered. During
regular office hours, I will be available to discuss any questions about the class content.

• Material for lectures, assignments, and important announcements will be posted on the Canvas
website; it is your responsibility to enable notifications and visit it frequently.

• Students are encouraged to ask questions and express their opinions. They should be expressed
(and received) respectfully.
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college. Sanctions for academic dishonesty are assigned by a Committee on Academic 
Integrity and may include failure on the assignment, failure in the course, or suspension or 
expulsion from the College for multiple academic dishonesty findings. 

• If you have any questions, please ask! 

 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES 
 
 
I am committed to supporting the learning of all students in my class. If you have a learning 
disability, you are strongly encouraged to request accommodations for this course. Exams are 
lengthy and have some time pressure. Please register with either the Connors Family Learning 
Center (learning disabilities and ADHD) or Disabilities Services (all other disabilities). Advance 
notice and appropriate documentation are required for accommodations. 
 
 
 
STATEMENT OF INCLUSION 
 
It is my intent that students from all diverse backgrounds and perspectives are well-served by this 
course and that students’ learning needs be addressed both in and out of class. I view the in

 both bot
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• Re-grading: I do not discuss grades or grading policies with students directly. If you believe
there has been an error in grading, you may submit a formal, written request for re-evaluation.
Please note that, except in cases where points were added incorrectly, any re-evaluated work
will be reviewed in its entirety, which may result in the grade being raised, lowered, or
remaining the same. Once the final grade has been awarded for the course, any requests for re-
grading will need to be directed to the University's grading review process.

• Problem Sets: Problem sets will be assigned via Canvas every other week. each graded on a
scale of 0 to 3. Submissions with serious flaws but showing sincere 
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EXAMS POLICIES 

• Exams are closed notes and closed books: consulting notes, books, or class material during
the exams is not allowed; using computers or cell phones during the exams will also not be
permitted.

• Each exam will build on previous analytical tools and material. The final exam will be
cumulative.

• There will be no make-up dates for the midterms. If you miss one of the midterms for a
documented illness or emergency, your final exam score will receive the weight of the midterm
you missed in addition to its own weight.

• This policy applies to one missed midterm only, so your second missed midterm will receive
a grade of 0. Students who miss midterms usually fare worse in the course, so please use the
missed mid-termpolicy 



6 

OUTLINE AND READING: 

The readings are recommended, and you’ll benefit most from reading the chapters before classes. 

Simultaneous Games of Complete Information 

Part I (Gibbons: 1.1, 1.1.A, Watson: 1, 3, 5) 

1.1 Introduction 

1.2 Prisoner’s Dilemma 

1.3 Coordination 

1.4 Ingredients of Strategic Form Games 

Part II (Gibbons: 1.1.B, 1.1.C – Watson: 6, 7, 8) 

2.1 Dominance & Iterative Deletion 

2.2 Applications: Dominance & Iterative Deletion 

2.3 Median-Voter Theorem 

2.4 Best Response and Rationalizability 

2.5 Applications: Best Responses in Business, Partnerships 

Part III (Gibbons: 1.1.C, 1.2.A, 1.2.B – Watson: 9, 10) 

3.1 Introduction to Nash Equilibrium 

3.2 Application: Dating, Imperfect Competition, Linear-city model, Location Game 

Part IV (Gibbons: 1.3.A - Watson: 11, 12) 

4.1 Mixed Strategies 

4.2 Applications: Tennis, Baseball, Dating, Paying Taxes 

FIRST MIDTERM 






