
Parenting, Communication and Emotions:
Perspectives on Our Children with Extensive

Support and or



Promoting Communication Development
through Literacy Activities

9:50 - 10:30 AM
Literacy activities support communication and language development.
This presentation will address how literacy activities that reflect shared

emotions and experiences can be created and implemented in the home.
Participants will learn how to create and implement (1) story boxes (2)

experience books, and (3) shared reading.

Susan Bruce, Ph.D., is a professor of special education at Boston
College. She coordinates the Masters Degree Programs in Special
Education: Extensive Support Needs and Global Perspectives:
Teaching, Curriculum, and Learning Environments. Susan’s
research interests are the development of communication and
early language in learners with multiple disabilities, assessment,
and collaborative action research. She is the mother of four adult
children, including a daughter with multiple disabilities.

Susan M. Bruce, Ph.D.
PRESENTER:

Children and young adults living with medical complexity live with
serious chronic conditions, significant functional limitations, and the

support of technologies and equipment. Their parents can face caregiver
burdens, advocating for their child’s essential healthcare needs,

coordinating services, and the possibility of facing their child’s limited
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