
Graduate Student Handbook

2024-2025
Maloney Hall

140 Commonwealth Avenue
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467





TABLE OF CONTENTS
TABLE OF CONTENTS.................................................................................................................2
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR ALL GRADUATE STUDENTS........................................................... 4

Introduction............................................................................................................................................. 4
Accreditation & Certification.................................................................................................................. 5
Board of Registration in Nursing Regulation Policies............................................................................ 5
Graduate Academic Standard Policies.................................................................................................... 6
Academic Policies & Proced

..........................................................................................................

.

4

gRloc
Pic

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.2

G car
c ....................................................................................................................

5

c
P
Re

ar
olrs

d

a

r

c

R

e

i

c

i

o

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

5

&i crod
icion

.............................................................................................................

4

c
Accredi.

raR
P

ies .n

Nursing

gRulonded s r gciRi c
4Se.eies.enPursinggRulondedsrgciRicl..4

cdi ci gR andard
Pi i r

i de

ci i gnl..

4

&i cii

i

.. 4 S UFcP.PLuPP ic ..........................................................................iii . 4

S e

P
Re

ar
olrs

d

a

r

c

R

e

c

i

i

c

i

u

r

s

i

n

g

.

i

g

i

c

i

.

i

c

........................................................... 4c
Acciici

eursing.l i c c
ui

od
icion
......................................................................................

4

Re

credi. raRcciiciursing
.
Ci gici.ec uii c.....................................................................

4

S e

iiRii gr rsd. ciici

u

r

s

i

n

g

.
Ni gici. c uii c..........................................................

4
S

e

iiR&ciici
rsing

.Pi gici. c
ui

. i c

..................................................................

4

.c
ciici crsing

.i gici. c ui. i ce...................................................................

4

rsi.nnR.P. .....c

u
r

s
i

.

i gici. cR. igice....

4

iiRceursing.l i c. cc
..i4

l sciirgic..g.

4

rsil srsiliill il
rs.rcR.

rs ...................................... elgc
l cc..

4 e

cii4 F R.regii i .iiRg4rsi

..r4

ll s

.

c

c

i

c

F

c

c

i

4

r

s

l

r

c

i

l

s

rs F u .
ccc.ue

rs4.lc g4u
lgicllrs. .lc g .-ulglc g

...uii .- g4ri rs-s i
llrs. sil sls ..........ľe.s.4 F .4ll l.rs .4r

.r4ir

crs4





http://www.bc.edu/nursing




All candidates must comply with the immunization requirements specified by the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health. Official high/secondary school transcripts are required for admitted
master’s entry students prior to matriculation.

For international students who do not speak English as their primary language, the recommended
minimum English language proficiency scores are 100 on the TOEFL and 7.5 on the IELTS. Candidates
must include evaluations and translations, when necessary, of International transcripts.

Boston College does not set its level of selectivity; the size and quality of the applicant pool does.
Therefore, decisions are made after all applications have been fully evaluated. This ensures that decisions
are equitable and consistent within the context of our highly competitive pool.

CSON faculty have developed technical standards competency domains that they believe to be necessary
for participation and success in clinical education with or without reasonable accommodations.

The Assistant Dean of Graduate Enrollment, Student Services, and Financial Aid along with full-time
faculty members, who serve as graduate program directors, work collaboratively and are in frequent
communication during the admission cycles to ensure that the academic quality and preparation of
incoming students meets the faculty’s expectations and standards.

Candidates are notified of admission decisions by the Assistant Dean of Graduate Enrollment, Student
Services, and Financial Aid at the Connell School of Nursing.

VETERAN AND ROTC APPLICANTS
Boston College encourages veterans and individuals considering a career in the armed forces to apply. We
value the perspective gained through military experience and the benefits for our campus community
when veterans become students. The Connell School of Nursing Graduate Programs adhere to all
university policies regarding veterans and ROTC applicants.

Graduate Academic Standard Policies
The CSON Academic Standards Review Committee (ASRC) is a committee composed of CSON faculty
and staff and an external representative to CSON, from the Division of Student Affairs within the
University. The ASRC is advisory to the Dean. ASRC voting members are elected by the faculty. Elected
members on the committee shall serve for a 2-year term and may be reelected for one additional
consecutive 2-year term.

The committee membership will consist of the following persons:

Voting Members:
● Committee Chair, Faculty
● Four additional CSON full-time faculty members representing both Professors of the
Practice and Tenure-Track Faculty

Advisory Members (Non-Voting):
● Associate Dean Inclusive Excellence, Diversity, and Belonging
● Associate Dean Student Outreach and Support, Division of Student Affairs
● Assistant Dean, Undergraduate Student Services

tetaffc m
ḄŞ_s o

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-vaccination-immunization
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-law-about-vaccination-immunization
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/admission/apply/veteran-and-military.html


ǒ Assistant Dean, Graduate Student Services

The ASRC will meet at the end of each semester and summer term to review the records of CSON
students with course failures, course deficiencies, and low GPAs. The Committee may also meet at any
time during the academic year in exigent circumstances upon faculty request (i.e., unprofessional conduct
or clinical safety concerns, student grievance). Students will be notified before undergoing Committee
review. This Committee makes recommendations about progression in the program and or academic
standing in accordance with the policies described below and other relevant University policies.

Graduate students are expected to maintain good academic standing at all times, as detailed below, and
progress through their program of study in accordance with program standards and performance
expectations. Students who do not meet the required minimum grades, and are not in good academic
standing, or are not progressing are subject to review by the Graduate Academic Standards Review
Committee.

GRADE POINT AVERAGE
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The minimum acceptable passing grade for graduate courses (other than the NURS pre-licensure courses
listed above) is a B- (80%). If a student receives a grade below B- in any graduate course other than the
above NURS pre-licensure courses or strategically withdraws from a course, the Graduate Academic
Standards Review Committee will be convened to hear the case. The student will be placed on academic
notice and at minimum, be required to retake the course before advancing in the curriculum. Graduate
students have only one opportunity to repeat a nursing course after strategically withdrawing from the
course or not achieving a B- (80%).

If a graduate student has more than one grade below B- (80%), more than one strategic withdrawal, or a
combination of a grade below a B- and a strategic withdrawal (in any graduate nursing course other than
the pre-licensure courses listed above), the Graduate Academic Standards Review Committee will be
convened to hear the case and determine the best course of action, including up to dismissal from the
nursing program.

Any graduate student who, by the faculty’s evaluation, is deemed to have engaged in unsafe clinical
practice or who otherwise demonstrates unprofessional conduct in the clinical setting, will be removed
from the setting immediately. These behaviors are grounds for failure in any clinical course. In such
cases, the Graduate Academic Standards Review Committee will be convened to hear the case and
determine the best course of action, including up to dismissal from the program.

If a graduate student demonstrates unprofessional conduct in the classroom and/or interactions with BC
faculty or staff, or engages in academic dishonesty and/or other ethical violations, including in the
conduct of academic research, they will be reviewed by Graduate Academic Standards Review
Committee to hear the case and determine the best course of action, including up to dismissal from the
program.

The ASRC Chair will notify the student of the outcome of academic review within five (5) business days
of the committee meeting. A student may communicate a formal appeal of the ASRC decision to the
Associate Dean for Student Services if they believe there has been a procedural violation, a mistake of
fact, or an arbitrary or unethical evaluation. The Associate Dean for Student Services will notify the
relevant Department Chair of the appeal and the Department Chair will initiate the process of independent
review. The relevant Department Chair will be determined by the program of study in which the student is
enrolled (i.e. baccalaureate, graduate direct-entry, graduate post-baccalaureate, PhD).

Graduate students who are on notice are not eligible for teaching assistantsemsemsemseo
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Completion of the RN-DNP program results in the awarding of the Doctor of Nursing Practice degree;
students are eligible to sit for the NP certification examination in their clinical specialty.

Additional related information can be found in the Transfer and Course Exemption policies.

GRADUATE STUDENT PARENTAL & ADOPTION ACCOMMODATION POLICY
Boston College recognizes the importance of family obligations to its graduate students. Any full-time
graduate student in good academic standing who is the parent of a newborn child or



https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-forms.html
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there are no commencement exercises in December or August, the names of those receiving degrees will
be included in the Boston College program for the following May commencement. Those students who
would like to participate in the May ceremonies must notify the Graduate Programs Office by January
15th.

Academic Policies & Procedures
FACULTY
Faculty may be full-time or part-time. Most full-time faculty teach in more than one level of the program.
Teachers of Record (TOR) are faculty who are responsible for coordinating faculty and student activities
within a course. Their areas of responsibility include the course syllabus, compiling exams, and
computing grades.

COMMUNICATIONS
The Graduate Programs Office uses BC email for all communications. Upon admission, every student
receives a BC email address. Students must activate their BC email address in order to receive important
announcements. All students are responsible for checking their BC email routinely. Students can visit
http://g.bc.edu to log in to the BC email account. Students may forward their email messages from their
University e-mail accounts to non-university e-mail systems. In such cases, students shall be solely
responsible for all consequences arisi orom
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GRADUATE CONSORTIUM
Graduate students in the Connell School of Nursing may cross register for one (1) course each semester
(fall/spring) at Boston University, Brandeis, or Tufts. Cross registration information can be found at
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/course-registration/cross-registration.html.
Prior approval by the host institution is necessary. Students should consult with the appropriate BC
consortium liaison at the host school about cross registration. Before registering for courses in the
consortium, students are required to seek approval from their academic advisor and the associate dean for
student services. Cross registration is not available during the summer sessions.

GRADUATE CONSORTIUM IN WOMEN’S STUDIES
The Graduate Consortium in Women's Studies is an inter-institutional
i a

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/course-registration/cross-registration.html
http://mit.edu/gcws




Students in the DNP and Ph.D. program have eight (8) years from initial enrollment to complete all
degree requirements, including defending and submitting the final version of the dissertation.

Graduate students

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/schools/cson/admission-aid/tuition-aid.html


An aid recipient who wishes to relinquish an assistantship or a tuition scholarship must report this matter
in writing to the Associate Dean of Student Services.

http://www.discovernursing.com
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/graduate-student-life/about/murray-house.html
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/graduate-student-life.html
mailto:bcgradnurses@bc.edu
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https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-affairs/sites/graduate-student-life.html
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disabilities, contact Dr.

mailto:dugganka@bc.edu
mailto:gsa@bc.edu
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/billing-student-accounts/medical-insurance.html




9. Collaborates with patients and interdisciplinary colleagues to promote and improve health of
diverse individuals, families and populations.

10.Articulates a plan for continuing personal and professional development.

Direct Entry, Master of Science in Nursing, Advanced Generalist
Program
The DE-MS program is an accelerated program designed for individuals who have a baccalaureate or
master’s degree in another field and who are not already nurses. In this program, students complete
extensive pre-re$0in!v!
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Master of Science in Nursing, Advanced Generalist Program
The Master of Science in Nursing, Advanced Generalist program does not have a set plan of study.
Although some courses are prerequisites for later courses, there is some flexibility in when students take
courses and in whether they study on a part-time or full-time basis. Students should contact the graduate
office to develop a plan of study tailored to their specific needs. This program is designed for ASN- or
BSN-prepared RNs, who are seeking to earn an advanced degree, other than APRN. For ASN-prepared
RNs additional Boston College bridge course credits will be required prior to beginning the MS
curriculum. These credits are determined on an individual basis by the graduate office based on a
portfolio review.

Course Number Course Name Credits
HLTH8000 Examining Diversity in Nursing and Healthcare 3
NURS8714 Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Advanced Practice 3
NURS8712 Healthcare Quality Management 3
NURS8718 Health Information Technology for Nursing Professionals 3
NURS8715 Nursing Leadership in Complex Healthcare Settings 3
NURS8716 Healthcare Policy for Nursing Practice Leaders 3
NURS8717 Foundations of Evidence-based Advanced Nursing Practice 3
NURS9720 Epidemiology 3
NURS9816 Population Health Principles, Program Planning and Evaluation 3

NURSXXXX Graduate Level Elective 3
NURSXXXX Clinical Practicum 2

TOTAL MS CREDITS 32

*Curricula Subject to Change
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Master’s Program Forms

Available on the Current Student Resources webpage:
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/cson/sites/students.html#master_s

ǒ MS, Advanced Generalist Plan of Study
ǒ Direct Entry Generalist Plan of Study
ǒ Independent Study Form
ǒ Research Elective Form
ǒ Graduate Student Grievance Procedure
ǒ Immunization Release Form
ǒ Emergency Contact Form

UNIVERSITY FORMS

Available in the Office of Student Services or on the web at:
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-forms.html#graduate_for
ms

ǒ Graduate Withdrawal/Leave of Absence Form

28
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Direct Entry Master of Science Curriculum
Fall Semester 1 (17 credits)
HLTH8000 Examining Diversity in Nursing and Health Care (3 cr.)
NURS8013 Direct Entry Adult Health Nursing Theory (6 cr.)
NURS8004 Direct Entry Adult Health Clinical w/lab (5 cr.)
NURS8000 Direct Entry Clinical and Pharmacology (3 cr.)
Spring Semester 1 (13 credits)
NURS8007 Direct Entry Child Health Nursing Theory (3 cr.)
NURS8008 Direct Entry Child Health Nursing Clinical (2 cr.)
NURS8009 Direct Entry Childbearing Nursing Theory (3 cr.)
NURS8010 Direct Entry Childbearing Nursing Clinical (2 cr.)
NURS8715 Nursing Leadership in Complex Health Care Settings (3 cr.)
Summer Semester 1 (9 credits)
NURS8011 Nursing Synthesis Practicum [Clinical] (3 cr.)
NURS9720 Epidemiology (3 cr.)
NURS8712 Health Care Quality Management (3 cr.)
Fall Semester 2 (10 credits)
NURS9816 Population Health Principles, Program Planning and Evaluation (3 cr.)
NURS8012 Population Health Clinical (2 cr.)
NURS8005 Direct Entry Psych-Mental Health Nursing Theory (3
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Direct Entry DNP Curriculum
Summer Semester 2 (9 credits)
NURS9731 Pharmacotherapeutics in Advanced Practice Nursing (3 cr.)
NURS9732 Advanced Health/Physical Assessment across the Lifespan (3 cr.)
NURS8714 Nursing Ethics & Professional Responsibility in Advanced Practice (3 cr.)
Fall Semester 3 (9 credits)
NURS9717 Methods of Advanced Scholarly Inquiry (3 cr.)
NURS9815 Role of the Advanced Practice Nurse (3 cr





Post-Master’s Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) Program
The Post-Master's DNP program is designed for currently practicing master's prepared nurses who wish to
complete a terminal practice degree program with the option to pursue a nurse practitioner specialty.
Following a complete portfolio review and building on prior clinical knowledge and experience, students
will focus on innovative core class work in healthcare quality, safety, informatics and policy. Master's
prepared nurses have the option to pursue a nurse practitioner specialty through this route of entry.
Building on a foundation of evidence-based practice knowledge, students will develop and lead an
innovative practice improvement or change project. The program includes a project associated practicum
and a minimum of 34 academic credits.

Course Number Course Name Credits
HLTH8000 Examining Diversity in Nursing & Healthcare 3
NURS8712 Healthcare Quality Management 3
NURS8714 Nursing Ethics and Professional Responsibility in Advanced Practice 3
NURS8715 Nursing Leadership in Complex Healthcare Settings 3
NURS8716 Healthcare Policy for Nursing Leaders 3
NURS8717 Foundations of Evidence-based Advanced Nursing Practice 3
NURS8718 Health Information Technology for Nursing Professionals 3
NURS9720 Epidemiology 3
NURS9816 Program Planning and Evaluation for Population Health 3
NURS a
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RN (ASN) to Doctor to Nursing Practice (DNP) Program
The RN to DNP program is designed for associate's prepared registered nurses who wish to earn a Doctor
of Nursing Practice degree and become nurse practitioners in one of the nurse practitioner clinical
specialty programs offered. RN-DNP students undergo an “educational portfolio review” at the time of
application and an individualized plan of study is developed. There is no set plan of study for the
RN-DNP program; students may choose to complete the program on a part-time or full-time basis,
depending on clinical availability.

Prior to matriculation, RN-DNP







Doctor of Nursing Practice F

https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-forms.html#graduate_forms
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CLINICAL PRACTICE
The Clinical Placement Office is responsible for collecting and documenting all graduate students’
required immunizations and other requirements requested by clinical partners, to send appropriate records
to each clinical site. The Clinical Placement Office is also responsible for not





mailto:csoncp@bc.edu


Blood-Borne Pathogens Exposure Policy
Every clinical student in the Connell School of Nursing is required to complete yearly training in
Standard Precautions, Prevention of Blood Borne Pathogens and Prevention of Tuberculosis. The training
modules are located on the Centralized Clinical Placement website of the Massachusetts Department of
Higher Education. This website is updated yearly. Completing training modules is a professional
responsibility and required for participation in clinical nursing courses.

Students who are exposed to blood or bodily fluids will immediately notify their on-site clinical instructor
or preceptor and they will follow the protocols for Occupational Exposure to Blood-Borne Pathogens in
place at their clinical site. If the agency does not have a protocol for occupational exposures, then the
student should be directed to the nearest emergency room for treatment. At the earliest reasonable time,
but no later than 24 hours, the student and faculty will notify o t
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People with Disabilities (CCEPD), and the web-published technical standards of the University of
Pennsylvania School of Nursing and the New York University College of Nursing.

The Connell School of Nursing is committed to providing educational opportunities to otherwise qualified
students with disabilities and/or learning differences. Such students will be provided with opportunities
equal to those provided to non-disabled students to achieve desired educational outcomes. A “qualified
individual” with a disability is one who, with or without reasonable accommodations, meets the Connell
School of Nursing’s academic requirements and Technical





https://powerforms.docusign.net/b91cdd5a-4492-4bef-9897-59e04124e4ca?env=na4&acct=c9acde2c-803e-4025-87a4-ffc2127febaf&accountId=c9acde2c-803e-4025-87a4-ffc2127febaf
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Curriculum
The Ph.D. program curriculum includes core content in three core areas of study: knowledge development
in nursing, substantive nursing content, and research methods. The knowledge development component
includes courses in philosophy of science, epistemology of nursing, and strategies for developing nursing
knowledge. Substantive nursing content is acquired through the study of nursing processes and outcomes,
ethics, policy and cognate courses in the student’s area of focus. The research component of the
curriculum includes qualitative and quantitative research methods, statistics, research practica, and
dissertation advisement. Experiential research activities also contribute significantly to students’ research
development. Relevant cognate courses are required to develop knowledge and expertise in the student’s
chosen area of focus in addition to the core areas of study. Consistent with AACN recommendations for
research-intensive doctoral programs in nursing, most Ph.D. students at CSON pursue full-time study.
However, part-time study is possible for well-qualified individuals. Interested students should contact the
Associate Dean of Student Services and Ph.D. program director to discuss plans of study and funding
opportunities for part-time Ph.D. students.

Forty-seven (47) credits are the minimum for meeting the Ph.D. degree requirements for post-MS
students. The student’s background, focus, and research interests may require additional coursework,
training and credits beyond the 47 credit minimum. Students completing the MS/Ph.D. must complete the
Master of Science, Advanced Generalist prior to beginning the Ph.D. coursework.

FIRST YEAR
Fall Semester
NURS 9806 Philosophical Inquiry for Knowledge Development in Nursing (3 cr
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Pass with distinction PWD
Pass P
Fail F

The chairperson of the examination committee submits



failure to register. Payment of equivalent doctoral enrollment fees is required before a candidate can
return after a lapse in enrollment.

STEP 2 - SELECTING THE DISSERTATION COMMITTEE
The purpose of the dissertation committee is to guide the candidate through the dissertation phase of the
program and enhance the candidate's ability to contribute new knowledge or add to existing knowledge
through research.

PROCESS
Within 6 months of successfully completing the Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam, the candidate chooses the
chairperson and committee members for their dissertation committee. The candidate usually selects the
chairperson first. The candidate and chairperson together identify potential committee members who can
facilitate the candidate’s project as described below. The chairperson should be in place at the time the
candidate enrolls for the first semester of Dissertation Advisement (NURS 9902). The entire dissertation
committee should be in place prior to writing the dissertation proposal. In the event of a change of
candidate focus, or other circumstances that hinder the chairperson and candidate working together, a new
chairperson should be selected by the candidate in consultation with the Ph.D. program director and
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Faculty Development.

The Dissertation Committee Formation Form is completed by the candidate and signed by each
dissertation committee member. The candidate then submits the form to the Graduate Programs Office.
The Associate Dean of Academic Affairs and Faculty Development formally appoints the committee by
signing the Dissertation Committee Formation Form. The form is placed in the candidate’s file and a copy
is provided to the candidate. Once the Dissertation Committee Formation Form has been approved and
filed, any changes to the committee membership must be formally approved. The dissertation committee
chairperson should approve all changes to the committee membership. The Associate Dean of Academic
Affairs and Faculty Development should approve requests to change the dissertat ideocishe
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Faculty members who leave the CSON may serve on a dissertation committee and be counted as a CSON
member for up to 5 years, provided they have previously worked with the candidate and meet the criteria
outlined in the preceding paragraph (were tenured or tenu



dissertation proposal should be a format similar to the sample on page 83 and should also include a title
page and an abstract. The abstract should include: title, significance of problem to be studied, research
questions, and proposed method.

The dissertat



proposal in writing. The Boston College IRB will not approve a proposal until the committee has
approved it at the proposal defense. Pilot studies may be conducted before the dissertation proposal
defense with IRB approval. Faculty will guide candidates in obtaining the relevant IRB approvals for this
pilot work. Any applications for grants or for IRB approval must have prior written approval by the
chairperson of the dissertation committee.

As of July 1, 2015, the Boston College IRB protocol submission process has changed and the IRB has
transitioned to an on-line system
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Graduate Programs must approve all changes. New committee members must agree with the approved
proposal or a new proposal hearing may be required.

MANDATORY ATTENDANCE AT O’NEILL LIBRARY WORKSHOP – eTD@BC
All candidates who are completing doctoral dissertations must attend a library workshop on how to
prepare and upload the dissertation. The workshops are called “eTD@BC” and are held throughout the
academic year in the fall and spring semesters. Students must provide documentation of attendance at
these workshops to the Graduate Programs Office. Information about the workshops is located at Home -
Electronic Theses and Dissertations - Libraries at Boston Coll

https://libguides.bc.edu/graduate-etd
https://libguides.bc.edu/graduate-etd


breaks, during faculty assembly). Posting of public notices of the defense is the responsibility of the
Graduate Programs Office. The candidate is required to bring copies of the dissertation abstract to the
defense for audience distribution.

The dissertation defense is a formal occasion for the candidate to defend their scholarly work publicly. At
the defense, the candidate presents a summary of the completed research and responds to questions from
the committee



Programs Office. It is the candidate's responsibility to be aware of the deadline for submission of the final
version of the dissertation.

UPLOADING THE FINAL DISSERTATION IN THE eTD SYSTEM (aka DEPOSITING)
After final revisions have been reviewed and approved by the dissertation committee members and
chairperson, and the 3 signed copies of the Dissertation Signatures Title Page have been submitted to the
Graduate Programs Office, students will be able to upload the final approved version of their dissertations
into ProQuest through the eTD system of the O’Neill Library. The eTD uploading process is explained
during the library’s mandatory “eTD@BC” Workshop. Additional questions should be directed to the
Scholarly Communication Librarian at the O’Neill Library.

After the dissertation has been uploaded to the eTD system, the Graduate Programs Office and Associate
De

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-calendar.html


https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-calendar.html






https://libguides.bc.edu/graduate-etd/home
https://libguides.bc.edu/graduate-etd
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Archive. Students should submit their electronic copy in PDF format. The document is published as
"Open Access" and is made available for worldwide access immediately. This is .

ӏl m she
c r

s

��p ��• � �R �@ �L �Z �R �S�G

fo

! oָ ᶀ d

" roll Î i r
i

sᶀ ӏsrdm Îӏsrmᴀpӏ p
publis veTh

documes
�U �P� �S

publisht
rosҏiĊs sTfo oᶀ ӏ sTӏ e

Th
roȾ pOᶀ ne

fo
i

sҏi h
i

ӏ hsd!Ⱦea
	�

Ðn
D

i

u,
o

ll Î i ro
aӏ n

fo

worldwid

acce"eStudent

shoulo e
ms

	� �H �Lll Î i ro

rd! ei

ӏãdᶀ esҏ! l roosҏiĊȾּכldᶀ o
ll Î i "sI o

Ⱦ
R

Ṻs

��Y �H

ll Î i "
i

an
ll Î i rost ָ

shoul

ҏformn
pme r veo үcia! eÎ ea�K �E �

fo
ll Î i rot ָo

i
tȾw ! e e

Th

זּ o
Î e yh b

an
h

m e ra
� �R �U �P �� �U �R

mnshoul
Ⱦ" tuhe

i
t ָo"au Î"boepll Î i romӏas�U �G ��° � �2 �  �ð �W �U�R

an
uml͞ ᶀ "ָe

Th
Î e y! ba

ҿmm n

fos
h ! i io

Ⱦo
mӏsheu

�W � �ð �� �O ��• �H

Th
u ԏ ro
D
ell Î i rot oָ

i
ָ " pa"eeccя Î e y

fo
ᶀ eÎ үя

s

�H i top
o
Ⱦlsul"e! ԏ heo

o
i topna" tuveee! ! entava�  �G �L �� �  �Hc qeָ " pa"e

i
c oÎ үя

ppp
pme rnָ ƃ ѓ veroү ds � �SrrҟrnuȾet i e

s o
mi t Î e yÎo
mio"
ll Î i ro! os

	�e errҟrmᴀp
ᶀ ӏ noeeeeo uȾe dlȾּז

shoul
" tuuleÐs

s
¤ȕF

ḓ
Bs

ium Î e y
Ds
t Ⱦָ swȾmq
D
t Ⱦָ sᶀ ָ
D
tos

! r
i

an
lוȾ r

i
nroblȾ" s

a
ccя ҏ pүc r

ie

Ⱦo
я Ð

Ⱦq
Dt

s

o
ӏ" tuulm qẓ

ȕ
s�V
�%

� �X

�@ �� �� � �\

�U

ns
i io

e
ԏR
ҏ it rȾȾȾ

u
Ds

Ⱦo n oaoa

eҏ D

ẓ"ᶀ e

c Ⱦҏ
sq Ⱦ Ⱦn te y

Ṅἠe Ⱦ

s
D
a

��p �PK

sͦ
₄i tᶀ

c
i

Ⱦ

ȕ
s
%
Ⱦmq

alזּו

a Ⱦ s

�F � � �P �• �F � �H�U

0 �' � �H

n a
a Ⱦ #sDȾ aan e #i "

ẓ

bl"�H

�€

�  �H �

c
ו  i ! y

Ṅἠ! D D!

"�L �V��� � �X �P � �  �O �� �"•��H
��H � ���V

�•�S

0 �

�’ �H�R

bl 
qף!r se

ҏ p

eҏs

D mȾ t so t s

ᶀ Ð te y̾ו



etc.). The methods and results of the final dissertation are usually written in the past tense in the final
dissertation because the study has been completed. (e.g., the final study sample included; the participants
were. . .). The content outline will be modified for dissertations that employ qualitative approaches or
mixed methods and may include other sections as deemed appropriate by the committee chairperson. In
general, 1 inch margins on all sides are appropriate; however, if the student intends to have the
dissertation bound, the left margin may be increased to 1 ¼ - 1 ½ inches. Tab



Dissertation and Graduation Completion Checklist
After successful completion of the Ph.D. Comprehensive Exam

ǒ Enroll in Dissertation Advisement course with your advisor during the two semesters after comps:

ǒ NURS9902 (Fall)
ǒ NURS9903 (Spring)

ǒ Each semester after, enroll in Doctoral Continuation (NURS9911) with your advisor until you
have successfully defended your dissertation.

ǒ Select dissertation committee members; if a committee member is from outside of Boston
College, submit a copy of their CV to the Graduate Programs Office.

Form to be completed:

● Dissertation Committee Formation Form

ǒ If you add or remove a dissertation committee member during your dissertation research, submit
the Dissertation Committee Change Form to the Graduate Programs Office.

ǒ If your advisor/chair changes during your dissertation research, submit the Doctoral Change of
Advisor Form to the Gr

mailto:etd-support@bc.edu


Form to be completed:

● Intent to Defend Doctoral Dissertation Form

ǒ Upon successful defense of your dissertation, obtain signatures from your committee confirming
that your dissertation is ready for publication.

Forms to be completed:

● Dissertation Defense Outcome Form
● Dissertation eSignatures Title Page Form

ǒ Submit the final dissertation to eTD for publication and the completed Dissertation eSignatures
Title Page Form to the Graduate Programs Office.

Both your final dissertation and the completed Dissertation eSignatures

https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/academics/sites/center-for-teaching-excellence/programs-events/graduate-student-programs/Apprenticeship-In-College-Teaching.html
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/academics/sites/center-for-teaching-excellence/programs-events/graduate-student-programs/Apprenticeship-In-College-Teaching.html
http://www.coursera.org


Available in the Graduate Programs Office and on the web at:
https://www.bc.edu/bc-web/schools/cson/sites/students.html#doctoral

ǒ Ph.D. Plan of Study
ǒ Course Transfer Request Form
ǒ Comprehensive Examination Application Form
ǒ Doctoral Change of Advisor Form
ǒ Dissertation Committee Formation Form
ǒ Dissertation Committee Change Form
ǒ Intent to Submit Dissertation Proposal Form
ǒ Dissertation Proposal Hearing Scheduling Form
ǒ Dissertation Proposal Hearing Outcome Form
ǒ Intent to Defend Doctoral Dissertation Form
ǒ Dissertation Defense Outcome Form
ǒ Dissertation Signatures Title Pages
ǒ Dissertation Guidelines
ǒ Dissertation Title Page
ǒ Dissertation Copyright Page
ǒ Dissertation Submission Checklist
ǒ Graduate Student Grievance Procedure

University Forms

Available in the Office of Student Services or on the web at:
https://www.bc.edu/content/bc-web/offices/student-services/registrar/academic-forms.html#graduate_for
ms

ǒ Leave of Absence/Program Withdrawal Form
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