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for needed change in areas where the  marginalization of vulnerable citizens is most severe, 
and enact broad-scope solutions to neighbor hoods of concentrated poverty. These actions, 
when applied, will result in healthy and productive  neighborhoods that will be models for 
cities throughout the country and the world.  

INITIATIVES  
!"##$%"&"'()Increase access to traditional classroom learning, with real estate courses 
developed by  the Center within the Carroll School of Management.  

*+,-#+./$0.()Engage students in a variety of practical, meaningful learning experiences, 
including  workshop trainings, field projects, and a summer internship program.   

1+2!3'0".)4+535-'-+,()Invite students to join the network of professionals and 
experts in the  fields of real estate and urban revitalization through a speaker series, small 
group lunches, and  Center-led activities.  

6-$5/78#/889)4+535-'-+,()Create opportunities for multiple disciplines from across the 
University  to engage in place-focused neighborhood strengthening.   

Students Participate in a Career Information Session, February 2020 

BOARD OF ADVISORS  
The distinguished Advisory Board offers constructive guidance and 

introductions  which solidify the success and influence of the Corcoran 
Center.  
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Taylor A. Perkins, Ed.M. | Associate 
Director  
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assessment with the Cod man Square Neighborhood 
Development Corporation  

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
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Urban Design for Complexity & Sustainability  
This course explores the changing demands on urban environments in the 21st century and 
the  newest policies, technologies, and design approaches that are being developed to 
address them.  Topics will include analyses of the factors that shape the physical form of 
cities, including zoning  and regulatory contexts, real estate development patterns, 
transportation infrastructure, environ mental challenges, and aesthetics. The material will be 
introduced as case studies and surveys,  with presentations by design professionals, city 
officials, and real estate developers. Students will  gain literacy in zoning, real estate 
metrics, planning and issues related to architectural design and  large-scale urban design. 
The semester will conclude with a final project synthesizing many of the  topics covered.  

Urban Action Lab   



Real Estate Development  
This course is focused on what it means to be a real estate developer. In this class, 
students  gain an understanding of the process of real estate development, including 
design and construc tion; how developers engage with the public sector and the 
surrounding community to obtain  approval for a development; how projects are financed; 
and other important elements that con tribute to completing successful real estate projects. 
The course employs class lectures; videos  of interviews with experts and about illustrative 
projects; case-study discussion; guest lectures;  team-based virtual tours of Boston 





Corcoran Center. Applications to the program occur in two rounds, fall and  early 
spring.   

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, the Center and our partners rapidly pivoted to 
virtual  internships for summer 2020, preserving the opportunity all 18 students to 
participate in a  meaningful summer experience.   

Summer 2020 Virtual Internship Hosts
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To support the student experience through the shift to virtual internships the Center 
created  a longitudinal engagement program. Interns met in small groups and together 
as a cohort  throughout the summer, and engaged with real estate concepts and how 
the pandemic may  effect the future. Industry experts met with students to discuss four 



 
ON-CAMPUS ENGAGEMENT 

Launching Your Real Estate Career  
In response to the pandemic the Center re-imagined the annual event 
Launching  Your Real Estate Career. In lieu of a traditional lecture and panel, 
interviews with  alumni in various real estate and urban action sectors were 
prerecorded, as well as  a lecture on current hiring trends and the industry. 
These recordings were placed  on a 'Launching Your Real Estate Career' 



website, where students were invited to  watch the videos and then sign up to 
participate in live Zoom networking sessions  with the alumni. These sessions 
were well attended and created a longer-lasting  resource than an in-person 
event.   

 
Corcoran Case Competition - The Future of Housing  



 

Harbor Point Virtual Tour  
Students enrolled in Real Estate and Urban Action typically experience a 
capstone  field visit to the Harbor Point development. To preserve this 
experience during the  COVID-19 pandemic the Corcoran Center created a 
full video tour of the property.   
The Center interviewed representatives from the management company 
and the  tenant association.  

 

South End Affordable Housing Preservation 



Virtual Tour In collaboration with Vince O'Connell, a longtime 
affordable housing advocate  and leader, the Corcoran Center produced a 
virtual tour of the south end of Bos ton. The Center utilized interviews with 
Vince as well as 3D mapping technology   
to create an immersive experience for students to experience the 
community  despite the need to avoid in-person tours due to COVID-19.  

 

Jane Jacobs Lecture: David Queeley  
The Corcoran Center Co-Sponsored the 2020 Jane Jacobs Lecture with the 
Winston  Center for Leadership and Ethics. David Queeley is the director of 
eco-innovation  for the Codman Square Neighborhood Development 
Corporation, working to com bine neighborhood scale sustainability, transit-
oriented development, renewable  energy, waste reduction, and climate 
preparedness through resilience. David spoke  virtually via Zoom to a group 
of over 100 BC students, faculty, and administrators.  

NEIGHBORHOOD ENGAGEMENT  
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During 2020 the COVID pandemic upended the traditional in-person substantiated 
inter actions that have driven community engagement. In response, Corcoran Center 
redeployed  resources, consulted the community and on-campus partners, and 
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Barbara Gawlick, MCAS Faculty, will connect local K-12 students virtually with Boston 
College  music performances.  
Belle Liang, LOSE Faculty, will train BC Students to lead high school students in 
remotely  mentoring middle school students.   
Donna Cullinan, CSON Faculty, will be work with the Mattapan Teen Center Boys 
& Girls  Club to enable virtual health education with nursing students.   
Lisa Goodman, LSOE Faculty, will lead a virtual consultation with a local nonprofit 
focused  on promoting racial justice.  
Luke Jorgenson, MCAS Faculty, will film and distribute BC children's theater 
performances to  public school students.  
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Campus Address  
Carney Hall 432  

Mailing Address  
140 Commonwealth Ave  

Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts, 02476  
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